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#9 UWSD Vista Community Conversations 

Vista Parents  
 
Month/Day/Year: February 17, 2015 
Where: 410 W. California Ave. (The Boys & Girls Club of Vista) 
City State Zip: Vista, CA 92083 
 

 
Host: Education Enrichment Systems, Inc.     
Moderator/Facilitator: CJ Robinson    
Note Taker: Becca Sonnenklar     
Theme Identifier:  
Group make-up: Parents  
Number in Attendance: 11 EES parents  
Time Start: 9:00 a.m.    
Time End: 10:30 a.m. 
 

 
Ice Breaker Question: When you were a kid, who was the teacher or mentor that had an 
impact on you and why? 

 My first mentor was my boss I was still in college and I was newly getting into the field 
of working. It was a shipping/mailing business so there were a lot of details. I was 
stressed out and she always had a positive thing to every negative that I had to 
overcome so I really looked up to her. 

 I was raised in Mexico so I was hanging around with a bad crowd and there was 
secretary who worked at the school and she was always on top of me and pushing me 
and saying you aren’t this type of kid. To this day I always email her and say hi. 

 I would say my grandpa.  My mom worked, she was a single parent and my grandpa was 
always the one we would call to hang out with while my mom was working. He showed 
us a really good work ethic. He’s 77 and he still works. 

 My grandma. She always taught me about holding on to our native identity.  
 For me, my third grade teacher who helped me through the year.  
 My aunt. My mom used to work, too. She was always there for us telling us to keep on 

going and helping with homework. She was like a second mom. 
 My older sister. She’s five years older than me. She did good in school and when I wasn’t 

doing good she encouraged me to do better. 
 My mom. She was the one who always to this day holds the family together. She brings 

us closer to our religion, to pray, to have God in our lives. She would always be there 
and not judge me no matter what. 

 My older brother. He’s four years older than me. Just looking up to him, he has a 
newborn and a perfect family. He’s a great father and great brother. He looks after my 
parents.  
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 My mom. She is like the person who inspires me every day. Even though she didn’t 
know exactly how to read or how to count, we all have something. My brother has big 
titles and so does my sister and I don’t know how to keep up. She doesn’t know how to 
write but she was always there for us at the table doing homework even though she 
couldn’t help.  

 My cousin.  He is about six years older than me. He was in high school when I was 
growing up and he had a 1965 Mustang and a girlfriend and I was in 5th grade and like, 
this guy is cool. He wore bomber jackets and stuff and I pretty much dressed like he did. 
He was an inspiration at the time. As time passed, I lived next door to him and he hung 
out with me every day and worked out with me. He became a cop and I saw that and 
said I could be that too, and low and behold, I am a cop now. He was my inspiration to 
where I am now. 

 
What does your ideal community look like? 

 I’d say there is a lot of empty fields around Vista; more parks, more grass for kids to run 
around, sidewalks.  I live in an area that has no sidewalks. My kids have to ride bikes in 
the streets. Beautify it, make it more friendly. It already is friendly in most parts but 
adding parking and greenery. 

 Encourage people to go out and not stay in doors. It would make the parents feel better 

letting the kids go out and play. 

 I would like more activities for the kids even if the parent can’t be involved. Kids are 
expensive; if you want to put them in karate or soccer it is expensive. Something for all 
of the kids to go to; a program like that for free. Just on my kids I run $500 a month, but 
I want them to do something other than watching TV. If there were something they can 
go to once or twice a week for free, it would be amazing for me. 

 I think in Vista there are a bunch of regions, like sidewalks are a big issue. We don’t get 
to walk to school, but we see people walking to school and it’s not safe. I sent five 
emails to the Mayor of Vista and she never replied. Racial profiling, check points against 
poor people, it seems you have a group of people on the City Council who represent the 
business owners of Vista, but very little outside of them. Vista is a diverse and unique 
place for all of us and I think it needs to be more inclusive. All the departments, 
including City Council, need to be more inclusive of all communities of Vista. I have been 
living in Vista for over six years, and I grew up in Oceanside and Encinitas and there are 
so many issues in Vista. Parks, more programs for youth, we have a movie theatre but 
we need parks. The Boys and Girls Club isn’t even in good shape. More funds to it. 

 Are you saying for cops and fire department to be more involved? (Question from 
participant.) 

 No, but the people on the ground to help make the decisions. We pay their salaries. 
They don’t want people to question what they are doing. This is what needs to happen; 
these conversations. I want my kids and other people’s kids to walk on the sidewalk that 
doesn’t exist and the city government and the Mayor to answer people who aren’t 
business owners.  
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 My perfect community I would like my daughter and I to take a walk; we’re always in 
our car. I see on TV where people know everyone and I don’t even know my neighbors. 
I’ve had times where people break into my car right in front of me and the cops don’t do 
anything about it. I would like more security and more activities. I know Vista has the 
Strawberry Festival, but people don’t know about it. They don’t really put it everywhere. 
They have a Christmas parade and I have been living here all my life and I didn’t even 
know about it until two years ago. More communication. I try to involve myself at my 
daughter’s school, but there’s only so much I can do. Vista is starting to get bigger and 
bigger, but when I was growing up everyone knew everyone. When we moved in they 
just didn’t care. My husband tells me to let our daughter play outside, but I’m scared. 
My mom lives on Melrose and we were going to take our dog for a walk, but there are 
cars speeding by. There are cops everywhere. I’m glad there are more cops because 
when they broke into my car in 2009 I called the cops and nobody came. Recently, 
someone scratched my hood and I knew who did it, my brother had taken it to a party. 
When I told the cops they said since they were minors they couldn’t do anything about 
it, so I had to pay. 

 Designate an area for public parking because there’s an issue that cars park really close 
to each other and even in the fire lanes. It creates a blind spot and can cause an 
accident.  

 I’ll say this, I have been thinking about this for a while. I was thinking of how to solve 
everybody’s problems that I hear over and over, always the same thing over and over. 
Why don’t we work as a whole community?  Everyone wants the same thing. How can 
we get together as a community? First, it went to the scale of my school, Vista Magnet. I 
thought about telling the principal that if we could use the field once a month that we 
could have a picnic. Everyone brings something. It could be pet friendly in a controlled 
environment. Everybody just get together once a month, it could be something to talk 
about. It could be not just at a school park, but a public park. Something for everyone to 
talk about and look forward to. Like a tradition from now on and it could even grow to 
other communities. If people like it, it could increase. Businesses could put up a little 
stand once a month and talk to people.  

 I’m not sure about Vista, but where I work we have a little gang problem. It seems like 
the older guys who were gang members back in the day don’t do anything anymore. It’s 
the high school kids, robbing people, beating them up. Vista has the Vista Homeboys; I 
don’t know what the transition is. What is there for them to stay on the right path? 
Obviously there is choice, but what is there for them? For those transitioning into high 
school, to make them aware of what is going on and how it can lead to a life of trouble. 
I’ve seen it. They get busted once, twice and they keep doing it. We keep putting them 
right back in jail without help. They have that ability to change it, but sometimes they 
don’t see that. We have community service officers where they are in the high schools 
with one officer and it doesn’t get to everyone. I don’t know Vista that well when it 
comes to that part. What programs are there for the transition from junior high to high 
school? What activities can they participate in to keep them on the streets? I see 14-15 
year olds who are drunk, high, doing meth.  
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 We get that all the time. When I used to live here on California Avenue, I used to see all 
the kids outside playing from when they got out of school until 9-10:00. Same corner, 
same time every day. I saw those kids growing over several years. The way they dressed 
changed that year, the way they would act when, from where they were, to bad. They 
did have time, they just didn’t have something to do. As a parent, if you don’t teach 
them to read or something, they  don’t have any other good to do so they start hanging 
with people who do drugs or alcohol. Once they turn eight or nine, parents say you’re 
on your own. That’s probably where the problem is, not really the police. They take 
what the parents left in the houses. 

 
Given our aspirations for the community, what kind of education do we want for our 

children? 

 I came here early when I was like 16-17 and went to a private school all my life and 
when I came here things changed. The principal used to say good morning, and that 
inspires you. Here, if you are a good student the teachers like you, if not, they don’t. 
They used to focus more on me than the rest of the kids because they were lost already. 
The parents need to be involved. Nothing will change if the parents aren’t there. 

 Well I have to agree, I have a 13 year old who is going to be in high school. I am involved 
but he is hard headed. Sometimes I feel the teachers have too many kids in their group 
that they don’t take their time. My 11 year old is really smart and they don’t even 
bother me because they know he can do it. I want more attention toward my 13 year 
old. 

 This year the principal is changing a lot of the programs. My nephew goes to the school 
that my brother went to. Now the principal is putting in all the technology like iPads 
even for the young kids. Last year my kid was more involved and now with the new 
technology changes he is falling behind.  

 I agree that there should be more parent involvement. Us as parents should be telling 
our kids that they should be going to college and asking them if they have applied for a 
scholarship. Sometimes after the kids are in high school, they think they don’t need to 
help because they’re big. 

 Field trips, I know they have cut back a lot on that. This is a time they have with their 
classmates. Nametags for staff; a lot of times they don’t know who they are. They don’t 
have a way to identify them if they see them doing something wrong. Something bold 
on the chest. Meetings; I work in the afternoon shift from 3-11 and some of the 
meetings are at that time and I can’t make it. I wish there were meetings in the morning 
that I could make it to. 

 I think that’s something they need to pay attention to if a mother wants to attend the 
kids’ meetings. Whatever my son needs at school, my husband can leave work for one 
hour and then he is back. Business owners should do something about it because the 
rest of us need to work. So you don’t miss out on your kid. 

 Over the years, the demographics are changing and it would be great to have bilingual 
schools where all the kids Mexican can speak the languages. There is one in Vista, but it 
is a charter public school. But more bilingual schools to make everyone bilingual and 
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also more cultural. Things are changing but that way parents would be more inclined to 
participate so they could speak in their own language. I want my kids to grow up proud 
of their culture. I see kids with no connection to who they are. Most countries in the 
world are bilingual, trilingual. Our demographic is changing. I think we should be aiming 
to that pretty soon. I would love for that to happen. I do my job at home to teach my 
kids Spanish but there’s only so much I can do.  

 I have three kids, a 13 year old and an 11 year old. One is going into high school and she 
is doing really good, she has a 4.0 but my other one going into middle school is having a 
harder time. She needs more individual attention so she can proceed and do better. 

 A lot of kids in school need help; I know I did when I was in school. Tutoring programs in 
public school, like Boys and Girls Club, like kids in high school helping who have 4.0s; it 
looks good for them going into college.  

 Unfortunately now a lot of the tutoring Vista Unified offers is on a tablet. A friend of 
mine’s son needed tutoring, so he signed up in the beginning of the year and a couple of 
months later someone came to her door handing her a tablet saying they need to do the 
program three times a week and at the end he gets to keep the tablet. He kept the 
tablet, but his grades didn’t improve. It is offered way more frequently than a human 
coming to your house. 

 I only have one daughter, she is three. She came from a Spanish-speaking only 
environment in TJ. When she started preschool I saw her vocabulary increase, but when 
I told the teachers they said they can’t understand what she’s saying. There is a speech 
delay and they referred me to Rady Children’s Hospital and it was ok with me, but family 
members say that she is going to get labeled. I was thankful for the teachers because I 
didn’t know about that program. There are some things I just don’t like at her school. 
They focus more on the kids that don’t behave well than the other kids. Maybe those 
kids should be in a different class. I try to help and I’m there for my daughter, but if the 
other parents don’t want to be involved that’s up to them. Another kid I know doesn’t 
like the tablet thing either, and she wants to go to another school, but she can’t. Some 
teachers are out of control; it wasn’t like that when I was in high school. Some kids are 
really good and want to learn, but other kids aren’t letting them.  

What’s getting in the way of children attending school or getting to school on time? 
 I have five kids and my second youngest is in elementary and at the school she’s at now 

they just hired an assistant principal and they are getting annoying. The school has been 
running fantastic for 15-20 years but now the principal’s main focus is not the children. 
Things are changing and not for the better. Teachers who have been there for 20 years 
hate it now because of the principal. I would like to see the faculty of the school being 
more in tune to the children. Even middle and high school age; my oldest son is in high 
school and it’s the same high school I went to and it has changed. There are five 
counselors, and my son has been in that office several times and they still don’t know 
who he is. So just personalize so that they will consider education after. 

 I know for high school, we live on the boundary line, and if I couldn’t take my kid to 
school there is no bus that could take him; especially with no sidewalks. They have 
stopped all the buses, and I know buses are pricey, but getting my son a bus pass or a 
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bus stop near school would help him. I know a lot of kids have that problem because 
their parents work too late. They end up walking a mile or a mile and a half. Especially if 
they don’t like school, they won’t go that extra mile to get there.  

 I can speak for my boys. I have four boys; my two oldest, nine and twelve. I bought them 
an alarm and I try to have them be responsible for their own being on time and own 
homework. If they don’t do it, they’re the ones paying the consequences. Every night I 
ask if the alarm is on and they say yes. But if I don’t ask, they don’t do it or they snooze 
it. The kids try to show responsibility, but they aren’t old enough.  

 My daughter has been missing a lot of school because she is getting sick a lot. I try to get 
her vaccinated but other kids aren’t. There is also construction, so there is a lot of 
traffic. They tell us we can’t park in our neighborhood. It’s a Wednesday; we have work 
and school. I don’t know what I’m supposed to do. It’s getting in the way of our daily 
life. When I was younger I would ride the bus and it was fun, it’s a good memory of my 
child hood. Now, I don’t know how I would feel about that. There is no communication 
between parents and some parents don’t want to, so we can’t carpool. 

 In the morning, if I see someone walking I just pick her up and take her to school. I’m 
not the only one who does that. Every mom who has a car does that. The teacher was 
surprised that all the moms were involved with all the other moms. That makes there be 
no reason not to come to school. 

 On rainy days, if I can fit more people in there, I’ll take them. 
 If we have ten moms who drive, everyone takes somebody, that’s something good for 

the class. 
 I think food choices at school. My daughter says she only has one or two choices of what 

to eat. Sometimes now I have to make them something to eat before they go to school 
so that they eat. Not all the kids like the options they have. My daughter is cautious 
about being healthy and they don’t have healthy stuff.  

 I want to say that sometimes it’s fear of going to school. Some kids get bullied at school 
so they don’t want to go. Many times I had the situation with my daughter who was 
bullied by two of her classmates and she did not want to go to school. I had to talk to 
the teacher and principal. 

 Even my son who is the biggest in the whole class. Some of the other kids are out of 
control. My kid is even questioning authority at five years old. They need to find a way 
to separate those kids and control the situation. The kids who are quiet turn into crazy 
kids because they’re watching the other kids. Teachers need to be more trained and 
qualified to be in that position. My kid comes home with scratches on his face. He says it 
was another kid in class. I tell him to learn to defend himself. He says he doesn’t want to 
get in trouble. Another thing I notice is that sometimes the kids have too many 
substitutes. They should see the same teacher every day. 

What is keeping kids from graduating? Why are kids dropping out? 

 There was a time in my life where I lived in TJ.  I saw over there where it is a little worse, 
but I see the same problem over here. First, it has to do with everyone’s problem. The 
kids don’t have positive role models, nothing positive to do after school. The sidewalks, 
they don’t feel safe in the neighborhood. I think they need that positive role model, 
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someone positive they could see that they could say, I can do that too. In TJ there was a 
lack of that and I see that here too. Parents want to be involved, but they don’t know 
how. Everyone feels the same way. They don’t have that, I want to be this when I grow 
up, because they don’t see it. All they see are drugs, trouble, and a bad neighborhood. 
What positive things are my kids seeing? None; if anything, very little. We need positive 
things for our kids before and after school. Outside of school hours. Some parents work 
so early, that they have been absent for two hours. They need somewhere positive to go 
after school. They end up hanging out with other kids who are in the same cycle, it is 
growing and growing.  

 Like I said, I was raised more in Mexico than here. If you asked how many of my 
classmates in Mexico graduated, I would say almost all of them. My classmates here, 
none. None have a degree. The most they get is a medical assistant. They don’t have 
anybody to look up to. They see a mom who works from five to five. Everyone thinks 
Mexico is a poor county, but that’s not my case at all. I used to see America as a better 
life. They want to get married to mix their salaries. I say pay attention in the classroom, 
read more, watch TV less. From my classmates, I’m the only one who has a four year old 
boy; they are just having babies now. Here, when they are 18 they are having babies. 
They get out of school and they have nothing else to do. It’s a cycle. Now a lot of moms 
here are single moms and they want to live their lives. They have nothing else to look up 
to. They never have a mentor. For the scholarship that I just applied for, they were 
thinking, do I have to go five years to school to do this? That’s too long.  

 That needs to start earlier than 9th grade. My son is in 9th grade now and he is just now 
getting those classes. That should start in elementary school not 9th grade. Telling them 
about college. By the time you’re 14-15, are you really thinking of going to school for 
another five years? Bring up college earlier.  

 I think we live in two different worlds. I think the school and the system is one world 
and then there is our world. They are throwing their kids into these systems and we 
can’t help them. By the time they get to high school, it’s pretty hard. To me, a big thing 
that would change everything would be introducing culture. The parents won’t feel like 
they need a translator every time they talk to a teacher. We need to start moving in that 
direction. The parents and kids need to be in the same world. Language is one thing and 
culture is another thing. Maybe the kids would learn about role models when that 
happens. How can kids relate to George Washington, Jefferson, when they don’t look 
like them? Introducing Mexican-American studies into our culture would help. 

 The school I used to go to have Germans, Japanese etc. Where I came from I didn’t 
expect that. If you see the point of view as an American, it’s hard to ask them something 
they don’t really know. Germans are doing their best to learn Spanish, this guy from 
China doing his best to learn about Mexico. He just thinks he’s there learning your 
culture and your work. Where I went to school, we respected the culture as Mexicans.  


